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Privada Receive Residential Green Community Award

Scottsdale, Ariz. (July 12, 2010) -- Privada, a luxury gated enclave in north Scottsdale has been honored with the Residential Green Community award by the US Green Building Council Arizona Chapter, the Southwest Build-it-Green Expo and Conference and AZRE Magazine.  

The award recognizes leaders and organizations that engage in the implementation of sustainability principles.  Privada, the sole winner in the Residential Community category, offers homes that are up to 74 percent more energy efficient that other code-compliant homes.
“We have made a considerable commitment to creating a community that is in harmony with the beautiful Sonoran desert at our doorstep,” said Peter Burger, president of Monarch Privada Construction LLC. “We have scoured the industry for resources to build the most energy efficient homes in the market while minimizing the impact on the environment and on the bank account,” he noted.

The new homes at Privada will reduce the carbon footprint by up to 66 percent over other conventional code-compliant homes. A carbon footprint is a measure of the impact our activities have on the environment, and in particular climate change. 

Privada has made standard on all new homes a new solar electric system that will deliver up to 65 percent of the homes’ energy needs, making them  “near zero” home. Echo™ Solar System is a complete photovoltaic solar solution where the excess energy captured can even help heat the pool and spa.
All of the Privada homes are being constructed in association with the City of Scottsdale Advanced Green Building Program. The homes have also been awarded the Diamond Level, the highest level of achievement from Environments for Living®, a national construction program that looks at the home as a system of systems and helps builders construct homes that are more energy efficient, comfortable and durable than conventional code-built homes.  Privada is also an APS Energy Star® and Solar Community.
This elegant, luxury gated community is nestled in the foothills of Pinnacle Peak, next to the Four Seasons Resort Scottsdale at Troon North. The commitment to an eco-friendly development practice sets this community apart from its competitors. Privada has a HERS (Home Energy Rater) in the 26-30 range. On a scale of 100 points, the lower the number, the more energy efficient the home.  For example, to qualify as an Energy Star home, a score of 85 or less is required. “So you can see by that comparison, Privada homes embrace a much stronger commitment to energy savings and environmental sustainability than nearly all of the new home offerings,” said Burger.

The environmental commitment doesn’t stop with the homes. Approximately 40 percent of the community’s land is dedicated to Natural Area Open Space, which is irrigated using a rainwater channeling system from the adjacent homes. All of the yards are designed with a xeriscape commitment. “The use of lower water consuming plants and gardening practices make sense in the desert,” noted Burger. Additionally, Privada utilizes a Smart Irrigation System that monitors the weather conditions and emits irrigation only when necessary, and a sprinkler drip zone with multiple valves to accommodate various watering schedules.

Privada offers a choice of three pre-designed, custom crafted home plans from which to choose, ranging in size from 3,100 square feet to over 4,500 square feet. Including homesites, these pre-designed homes are priced from $1.4 million.  Custom homesites are also available.  For more information please visit the website at www.PrivadaPinnaclePeak.com.
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